loa              THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

la Gatissoniere, Commandant-General of New France, to re-
establish tranquillity in certain Indian villages in these cantons,
have buried this plate at the meeting of the Ohio and Tchada-
kon this sgth July, as a mark of the renewal of possession
which we had formerly taken of the aforesaid river Ohio and all
its feeders, and all territory upon both sides of the former
streams as former Kings of France have enjoyed or ought to
have enjoyed, and which they have maintained by force of
arms and by treaties, especially by those of Ryswick, Utrecht,
and Aix-la-Chapelle/

The doughty French captain, no doubt with much self-satis-
faction, nailed one of these leaden plates to a tree, and buried
another at the foot of the tree, as a warning that' trespassers
will be prosecuted.* Then he and his little band continued
their adventurous journey, visiting the wigwams of the Dela-
wares, Mingoes, and other Indian tribes, to whom they gave
plenty of * fire-water' and many fine promises of the glorious
things they might expect if they were friendly to the great
French nation* They were also warned in many eloquent
speeches to beware of the rascally English, who came, under
pretence of trading, to seize their land and dispossess them of
their hunting-grounds. The English traders themselves, many
of whom were encountered by Captain De Celoron, were
rebuked for presumption in venturing into French territory,
and threatened with severe punishment if they should be found
there on future occasions. Meantime, wherever he went our
doughty French captain kept nailing up his little leaden plates
until his stock was exhausted, when, after a journey of 3,000
miles, he returned to Montreal to report the result of his
adventures.

That result so far was not very great. Leaden plates are
all very well in their way, but they do not frighten English
colonists who cannot read French. To insure the possession
of the Ohio Valley to His Gracious Majesty King Louis XV.
some other force was necessary. Accordingly, some few years